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Il. Zawo Hiftories of Internal Cancets, and of

awbat appeared upon Diffection, by William
Burton, M. D.

I

Read May 13. Windfor, May 22. 1734.
A Artholomew Collins, a Labourer in

the King’s Works at Windfor, of
low Stature, pale Complexion, flender and adtive,
aged about 36 Years, temperate in his manner of
Living, had, for fome Years, been afflited at dif-
ferent times with wandering arthritic, colic, and
ncphritic Pains, none of which were periodical or
conftant. During this Term, when in beft Health,
he was ufually coftive, and his Urine, as foon as made,
depofited a caleulous Scdiment. _

In March 1733. he reccived a violent Blow by a
ponderous and obtufe Inftrument on his Loins, toge-
ther with the Spine of the Os Innominatum, towards
the Left Side, which difabled him for that Day; on
the next, the Pain abating, he continued fo well for
Six Months after, as not even to recolleét this Acci-
dent, till about a Month before his Death, although
he was often asked by the Phyfician, Whether that
Part had ever fuffered a Contufion.

In Fanuary following, he complained of an excru-
ciating Pain, extending from the aforefaid Spine to
the fpurious Ribs on thc Left Side, which fome-
times attacked alfo the Inteftines s whence he became
continually reftle(s, cfpecially in the Night, and,
tofling the Bedcloaths off, frequently lay naked.

He
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He could not now lie upon his Back or Left, viz.
the affected Side, but lay always on his Right Side,
leaning on his Right Elbow. In April 1734. his
Left Knce, from a Contra&ion of the Mufcles ele-
vating it, was always drawn up towards the Abdo-
men, infomuch that he could not ftand upright. His
Left Tefticle, formerly lefs than the Right, was now
become fcirrhous, and increaled to double the Mag-
nitude of this, and the Left Spermatic Veflels felt
like a knotty Chord. A fort of He&ic Fever attended
him, the Exacerbation of which, as well as of his
Pains, was generally about Noon, and Six in the
Evening.——Hc had no Sleep of Nights without a Pare-
goric.—Though his Appetite failed him, he had no
Propenfity to vomit, nor complained of Thirft. His
Refpiration and Urine were not amifs.—His Pains
were always exafperated by the Ufe of heating Medi-
cines; and whenever the Pain feized the Inteftines,
terebinthinate Clyfters increafed them, whercas
emollient and refrigerating ones mitigated them;
by the Ufe of which he had daily one or two Stools.
——The Foeces were of a middling Confiftence,
lightly tinged with Bile.——The Blood frequently
taken away by /.. in {imall Quantities, had always
a thick, tough, fizy Buff-like pleuritic Coat; and at

firft, from each feveral Bleeding, he found Relief.
Fannary 4. 1733-4. The Apothecary firft admi-
niftered to him, for the Colic, Elel?. Lenitiv. &
Pulv. Diafen. O/. Funip. and emollient Clyfers.
Three Days after, Pains fcizing hisLeft Side, and the
Sphinéter Veficw, they were 1cmoved by repeated
Bleedings, and Decoét. Hord. & Lap. Prunel. and
Syr. Althee. On the x’th he complained of a
Heat
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Heat about the Regio Pubis, with Coftivencls; but
by the Ufc of Sal. Mirab. Glaub. Lap. Prunel.
Manna, emollient Decottions with Sp. Nitr. d. &
Elect. Lenitiv. pro re mata, continucd tolerably
cafy till the 24th, when the erratic Pains rcturning,
and not yiclding to the aforefaid Apozems, on the
26th the Phyfician firft confulted gave him Sperwm.
Cer. Sal. C. C. & pulv. e Chel. and Sp. C. C. but
thefe not availing, the Lap. Pruncl. was fomcetimes
interpoled, and a Calomel Bolus, taken at Night, was
worked off by a Sena Potion next Day: This Me-
thod, and afterwards Powders of Lap. Prunel. and
Cinnab. Antim. taken in Honcy, mitigated thofe
Pains. But from February 3. to April 4. {ometimes
nephritic Pains, intermitting Fever, pleuritic Pains, and
Stranguty, inordinately afllited him, notwithftand-
ing the Ufe, according to the faid Indications, of
carminative, terebinthinate and faponaccous Cly-
fters, Purges, Sal. Abfinth. Draughts, repeated Bleed-
ings, Veficatories, the Powders and Eleétuary above-
mentioned, Opiates, Cort. Pernv. in an EleGtuary,
and infufed in Wine, Lac Sulph. with Afles Milk,
Cinnab. Antim. Millep. Gum Guaiac. and Pulv. e
Chel. with Vinum Milleped. and Sp. Nitr. d. On
March 20th, Calomel. Gr. v. were given for Four
Nights fucceflively, and afterwards purged off with
a Sena Potion, and then continued again till the
28th, when he took another Potion.—Parcgorics
were ufed now-and-then at Night, and Ung. Opo-
deldoc was applied to the Tefficle.

April 4th, 1 firlt attended him in Confultation,
when he complained of an intolerable Pain, upon
any Preflure about the Region of the Left Kidney;

O 2 where-
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whereupon a maturating Cataplafm was applied in
the Day time, and a Plaifter at Night. Emulfions,
Whey, and fuch-like, were the chief Internals he
ufed till Apri/ 8th, when crude Mercury was recom-
mendcd to him, of which he took an Ounce Night
and Morning, which gave fo much Relief as to en-
courage the Continunance of that Medicine only to
the 17th, when the Pains returning, he was bled
once in Two or Three Days, to Four or Five Ounces,
and treated with the fubacid, cooling Regimen, and
Paregorics, till 4pri/ 29th, when he firft mentioned
a {cirrhous Tumour, as big asa Hen’s Egg, fituate on
the Left Maftoid Mufcle of the Neck. Upon com-
paring this with the Tefficle, (neither of which Tu-
mours were in the leaft diminifhed after Applications
for that Purpofe) it was conje@tured, that either the
Pancreas or Mefenteric Glands were cancerated. An
Emectic of Oxym. Scillit. farinaceous Decotions
with Nitre, crude 82/ Armoniac, Oxym. Simp. and
Diacod. were of little or no Effet.—Afterwards
continuing the Ufe of EleGuaries of Conf. Rof. r.
Elec?. Lenitiv. Balf. Locatel. c_Zthiop. Min. Sperm.
Cet. Ol. Amygd. d. and the fame with Mercur. A/-
calizat. he became more and more emaciated, till
May 21ft, the Day of his Death.— .

It was remarkable, that every new Medicine, ex-
cept it was very heating, afforded fome Relief for
Two or Three Days.

May 22d, On removing the Integuments of the
Abdomen, the Mufculi Reéti appeared livid—The
Omentum was deftitute of Fat,—The Inteffine con-
tiguous to the Left Os Innominatum was tinged with
Green.—Nothing befides appeared morbid in the

Vifecera
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Vifcera in Situ at fitl View.——The Situation of the
Pylorus feemed lower than ufual. The Colour or
Texture of the Liver were not remarkably preter-
natural. The Spleen was of the largeft Size, and
adhered in its hinder Part (o ftrongly to the Per:-
toneum, that it could not be feparated without La-
ceration.——Whereupon there remained in the Place
of Adhefion a thick, callous, and almoft horny Mem-
brane, as big as an Half-crown.——The Pancreas:
was very fmall, and feemed compofed of f{mall
Scirrbi.—The Left Kidney was twice as big as the
Right, or as its own natural Magpitude: Its Sub-
ftance about the Pelvis was corroded by a femipu-
rulent canccrous Sanmies, that was in part colleGed
between the Surface of the Kidney and its containing
Bag. The internal Stru&ture of it was not much
amifs: But the Fomes Morbi, the moft fingular and
furprifing Phenomenor in this Subje@®, was a Num-
ber of large conglobate, fteatomatous, cancerated
Glands, reaching from the Receptaculum Chyli to the
lowelt Vertebre of the Loins, fo connefted together
as to reprefent a Pancreas affixed to the Vertebre
of the Loins, and upper anterior Part of the Left
Pfoas Mufcle: It was Four times as large as his
Pancreas, and as big as the Right or found Kidney.
——The Aorta defcendens pervaded the Middle of
this preternatural Subftance Lengthways.—From
this Mafs, as a Fountain, flowed that cancerous Sa-
nies, which had made its Way to the Left Kidney, and
alfo corroded the fuperior carncous Part of the Left
Pfoas major, and l/zacus internus, {o that one might
eafily rend their gangrened Fleth like rotten Linen.
—Some of this green Jchor colletted ncar the Os

In-
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Innominatum had laid the Spine of it quite bare.
The Left {permatic Veflels were knotty, tumefied,
and livid——Thc mefenteric Glands were fcirrhous.
T !15 defcending Trunk of the Aorza was {maller than
ufual; and, dividing ir, we extracted a imall Polypus.
—The Examination of the other Cavitiecs was not
permitted, mm——

II.

, Fanuary 11. 1735-6.

T homas Trinder, a Taylor, living at Windfor,
in his 29th Year, was of a palc Complexion, with
red Hair, of a middle Staturc, and thin Habit, ad-
dicted to fmoaking from Morning to Night, and now-
and-then to hard drinking. Eight Years before his
Death, he was thrown in Wreltling, fo as to pitch
the Small of his Back upon the Corner of a Chair,
by which at firft he was much hurt in that Part 5 but
upon the Abatement of his Pain, he became from
that time fubjec to Fits of the Colic, in which he
faid his Bowels feemed to be drawn to his Back-bone,
and ufually reccived Eafe by binding his Waift as
tight as he could.—He had alfo frequent recourfe
to Geneva and fuch Liquors for Relief, but feldom
found any, till a Swelling, as big as aHen’s Egg, ap-
peared like a Rupture in his Right Groin. Thefe
Fits were not of above 24 Hours Duration, but the
inguinal Tumor lafted Two or Three Days. He was
often afflited with Stitches under his Left Breaft,
which were removed by Bleeding.

But in the Middle of November 1735, his Colic
became fo violent, that he could not lic in his Bed,

nor flecp without Opiates.— November 21. 1 found
him
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him in the Ufe of fome carminative Pills fent by an
Apothecary. He had frequent Reachings to vomit,
and was very coftive. His Pains {feemed confined to
the inteftinal Region, and were moft acute in the
Evening, continuing to harals him till Five or Six
in the Morning. His Pulfe beat feldom under an
Hundred in a Minute, at Night generally above, He
was not very hot, nor thirfty. His Urine at this
Time was rather defective in Quantity, than amifs
inrefpeét of Colour or Separation.—His Tongue was
foul towards the Root, but not very white.—Upon
his taking Ipecacuan. 3fs. and after its Operation a
Sal. Abfinth. Draught, with Syr. and Tiné?. Rhabarb.
a 3ij, and the plentiful Ufe of Infuf. Sem. Lini,
Batlcy-water, Broths, and Clyfters of Whey, Oil, and
Honey, his Reachings ceafed, and the Pains de-
fcended from the Epigaftrium to the Hypogaftrium.
On November 24th, a Potion of T7nt. Rbhabarb. cum
Vino 3iij. Elix. pp. Helm. 3j. Sal. Abfinth.3fs. and
Two purgative Clyflers, one of which had Terebinth
%15 cum Vitel. Ov. not procuring a Stool, he took a
Bolus of Calomel 3(s & Camphor. gt. xij. b. [. and
the next Day his Pains continued, though he had
feveral Dejections from the Cathartic.  Bleeding was
omitted hitherto, becaufe he had %x. of Blood taken
away a Week before this Paroxyfim; but now, upon
lofing fo much Blood more, he found immediate
Relief. His Blood was very fizy.

After this, his Diforder refembled a Nephritic
onc, his chicf Comnlaint being of Pain about the
Region of the Kidneys, and along the Defcent of
the Urcters.  From Nowvember 26th, upon the Ufe
of an oily Linctus and Manna, Sal. Abfinth. Dravghts

and
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and Nitre, Clyfters as well as Drinks of Whey and
Honcy, with Paregorics, and repeated Bleeding, the
Pain, removing from the Loins, fixed itfclf at the Os
Pubis, and in the Thighs, November 29. but by the
Ufe of Emulfions with Gum Arabic and Nitre, the
Pain about the Pubis abated, and moftly afli¢ted the
Left Thigh and Hip. From this Time he generally
fat up in his Bed, leaning forward to the Left, and
for the moft part crofs-legged, finding himfelf eafieft
in this Pofture. He could not lic any time on his
Right Side.——The Quantity, Colour, and Sediment
of his Urine, were-much the famc now as when he
was in Health.—It was made without the Pain,
which, foon after the nephritic Symptoms com-
menced, he complained of at the Root of the Penis.
And now his Diforder refembled the Lumbago and
Sciatica, affe@ing the Left Side moftly: Where-
upon, December 2d, he was put in the Ufe of a
diuretic and aperient Ele@uary, with Terebinthinate
Clyfters.—To this Time he had very few Stools
without Clyfters, and thofe generally very {mall and
fetid. “December sth, the Fever and Pain in-
creafing, a cooling aperient Apozem, with a pare-
goric Draught pro re nata, were continucd till De-
cember oth, when cxamining the Thigh where the
Pain now affli®ed him moft, 1 found fome fmall
Scirrbi in the Groin, which were fenfible enough to
the Touch, though not to the Sight; and from that
Time, apprehending him of a fcrophulous Habir,
preferibed as follows: B Myrrh. Milleped. Suc.
Glycyrrhiz. Terebinth, Venet. Pil. Matth. a 3j. Balf.
Gilead. D6 Diacod. q. [ f. Pilule N° xx. Capiat ij
tertiis horis cum Sero Lactis, which giving Relief, were

re-
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repeated, only cxchanging Pil. Matth. gr. viij. for
O/l. Anif. g'*v. and continued to December :2th,
when his Pains returned violently, and he coughed
up clotted Matter, not unlike the Parenchyma of the
Lungs abraded, with a little Blood. His Breath be-
came fetid, his Refpiration troubled, and he com-
plained of Thirft, He ufed oily paregoric Draughts
to the 15th, about which Timec he was fcized with
fo violent 2 pleuritic Pain, in the Middle of thc
Night, that it was thought he muft have expired,
had not about 3x of Blood bcen taken away immae-
diately, upon which the Pain foon removed from
the Side, and attacked him therc but for a few Mi-
nutes afterwards. The Blood continued as fizy as
ever. In the Evenings, when his Pains werc moft

vehement, he had been fometimes delirious.
‘December 18th, he firlt told me of a Tumor he
had difcovered near the Navel, fince I faw him on
the 15th. It appeared not as he fat, but when laid
on his Back, there was a Protuberance bigger than a
Turkey’s Egg, Four Fingers Breadth on the Left Side
of the Navel, extending Two above it, and Four
below it. By its Situation, Refiftance to Preffure,
and the Unevennefs that from under the Skin was
communicated to the Touch, its difappearing when
he was in an ere&t Pofture, and its not being dimi-
nithed by difcutient Fomentations, it was judged to
be a fcirrhous Tumor, which had long exifted there
unobferved by the Patient, till it increafed too much
to be longer undifcovered.~——The Emplaft. de Ran.
& cum Mercur. was applied outwardly ; and conclu-
ding there was an internal Cancer, 1 was encouraged,
from the preceding Cafe, lgo order him Hydrargyr.
3)
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%) every Morning.——Whereupon thete was fuch a
Remiffion of his Pains, that during almoft a Fort-
night, he got more Reft without Opiates than before
with them ; infomuch that being greatly revived, and
regaining fome Appctite, he got down Stairs Two or
Three times. Thinking the Plaifter increafed his
Pain, Indigo bluc Linen was applied in its room.
The Mercury came away by Stool, and he had now
onc almoft every Day, and fometimes twice a Day,
wizhout a Clyfter.—His chief Drink was Milk and
warm Water.——His grand Complaint now was of
a moft troublefome Cardialgia, cfpecially when he
lay down, which was fomewhat mitigated by Pow-
ders of Cret. Britan. cum panxillo Sal. Abfinth. From
the firlt Ufe of the Mercury he {eemed on the mend-
ing hand, till after about 12 Days, when omitting
it for a few Days, he relapfed into his former or a
worfe Condition; and though he was fomewhat
cafier on the Repetition of it, the good Effets lafted
not long.~—He drooped daily from the 4th of Fa-
nuary, and -on the 13th died, emaciated and almoft
exanguis.

Upon Diffetion, nothing preternatural -appeared
in the Integuments, abdominal Mufcles, or Perito-
newm immediately under them.—But under all
thefe, where the Protuberance had been obferved,
and immediately under the Omentum, (Which was
deflitute of Far, and its lower Part was mortified)
there came in View an anomalous Subftance 7z §7t#,
feemingly as big as a very large Potatoe; which,
when the circumambient 7fcera were removed, was
found to be a fcirrhous, fungous, cancerated Excre-
fcence, rooted, as it were, to the Left Side of the

Ver-
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Vertebre, quite from the Diaphragm down to the
Pelvis, of a monftrous Bulk, occupying ncar one
half of the Abdomen, lying like a Tortoife with its
Head towards the Pelvis, and its Back to the Umb:z-
Jicus. It was in the upper Part covered by and firmly
coheted with the Colon, which in the whole onti-
guity was black and mortified, It was firongly at-
tached to the Peritaneum on the Left Side of the
Lumbal Vertebre, having difplaced the Left Kidncy,
and brought it forwards to the Left Side of the
Navel, fo that it came in View as foon as the
Ommtum was removed. It likewifc removed the
Aorta deftendens, the Left Emulgent, and Mcferaic
Veflels, quite out of their natural Situation; all of
which were found pervading the Centre, ncarly, of
this Excrefcence, and fmaller than nataral. It
adhered to the Kidney firongly where the emulgent
Veflels enter it, and it had detruded moft of the
fmall Guts into the Pelvis.——Nothing was preter-
natural in the Stomach or Spleen, excepting that the
latter, as well as the Left Kidney, feemed paler than
ufual, and this Kidney alfo more flaccid : The Gall-
bJaddcr was fhrunk to the Size of a Nutmeg, and
empty.—The Liver had a preternatural Lobule, as
big as a Hazel-nut, adhering to it by a fmall Pe-
dlClC But otherwife all thefe Vifcera, as well as the
Right Kidney, Bladder, &w¢. difcovered nothing
morbid.—

This cancerated Excrefcence could not be cradi-
cated without Laceration, and upon the Removal
of it, Two or Thrce large Trunks of Nerves appcared
nakcd, pafling ovcer the J/iacus internus to the Thigh,
which had bcen comprefied by this Tumor. The

P2 Weight
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Weight of this Excrefcence was 1biv-f3xiv; and
allowing for what remained upon Laceration, and
the Effufion upon cutting into it, it doubtlefs ex-
ceeded t5v. Upon DBifection, it appeared to the
Depth of half an Inch from its Surface black and
gangrened, and, below that, it was all {fpongy, with
Cavities as large as thofe of an Honeycomb ; and
from it had iffued a cancerous Sanies, draining to the
Pelvis.

Upon opening the Thorax, the Right Lobe of the
Lungs was full of fcirthous cancerated Tubercles,
from whence a Sanies had flowed betwixt it and the
Pleura : The Left Lobe was much fmaller than the
Right, firmly attachced to the Plewra and Mediafis-
num, and infeparable without Dilaceration.—It had
fome Tubercles allo. The Heart appeared found,
but a large Polypus was taken out of irs Right Ven-
tricle, at the Orifice of the Arteria Pulmonalis.—

Another Cafe occurred to me cotemporary with
‘the firft of thefe, and fo like to both of them in the
antccedent Caufe and Symptoms, that, could I have
obtained Leave to infpect the Corpfe, I am perfuaded
fome fuch immediate Caufe would have difcovered
itfelf —Crude Mercury was the only Medicine in
this Cafe alfo, that palliated for about Ten Days
fucceflively.

But to what Purpofe fo particular a Relation of
Cafes confefledly incurable ! It is replied, That in
unfuccefsful Cafes an accurate Diagnoftic tends not
a little to the Reputation of the Phyfician, and his
Science, although thereupon he pronounces the Cafe
incurable by all the known Mcthods of regular
Practitioners— Efpecially as this Cafe is very likely

to
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“to be miftaken at fitlt for an Arthritic Diforder, or a
Nephritic one, either from Ulcer, Calenlus, or both,
or for an Il/iac Paffion.

The Diagnoftics therefore of a Cancer within the
Abdomen, deduced from the preceding Hiftories,
feem to be as follows:

A naturally flender Habit of Body, accompanied
with fome fcrophulous or fcirrhous Tumor, together
with a pale Complexion, and coftive Difpofition : If
fuch an one, atan Age above Twenty, has received a
violent Contufion on the Loins, and, negle&ting all
Remedics, is fome time afterwards attacked with
exceflive Pains, affliting now the Colon, then the
urinary Paflages, Spine of the Os Innominatum, and
Pubes, at various times, always increafed by all In-
ternals or Externals, by which the Heat of.the Body is
increafed, - efpecially Terebinthinate Clyfters; but
mitigated by fome Singularity of Pofture, in which
the Patient conftantly abides; if thefe be attended
with an He&ic Fever, without the ufual Degree of
Heat in the Skin, of Whitenefs or Drynefs of Tongue,
or Complaint of Thirft, and alfo without Cough,
high-coloured Urine, or vitiated Refpiration; if ac-
companied likewife with an Affection of the fper-
matic Vefels, of the Thighs, and frequent pleuritic
Pains; the Blood always abounding with tough Size;
if Opiates foon lofe their Effe&, and only (as all other
new Remedics not heating) feem to give Relicf for
Two or Three Days ; if Cathartics take Place, and by
frequent Repetition do not produce a colliquative
Diarrhea, and the moft palliative Remedics are nitrous
Salts and Mcrcurial 5 may it not be concluded with
much Probability, that fuch a Cafc is owing to fome
fuch Caufc? May it not be pronounced an inteenal
Cancer? . HI. Ener-



